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chronicler's praise is transferred to 'our new Tsarigrad' and
the Bulgarian Tsar. Trnovo claimed for itself the imperial
glory of the city of Constantine. In 1393 the Bulgarian
Empire fell before the attack of the Turks and many exiles
fled from Bulgaria to Moscow. A Bulgarian, Kiprian, at
this time became Metropolitan of Moscow. It looks as if
these emigres had carried with them the imperial theory which
on Bulgarian soil had been shattered by the Turkish victory.
It was Kiprian who, when a dispute had arisen between
Moscow and the Empire, wrote to the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople: 'We have a Church but no Emperor, and we
do not recognize him.' Byzantium replied by a reassertion
of its sole claim to imperial sovreignty. In 1438—9 came
the Council of Florence and the Union of the Eastern and
Western Churches. Orthodoxy had been betrayed by the
Greeks: the Metropolitan Isidor who had played the traitor's
part at the Council was cursed as a renegade. In 1453
Constantinople itself fell into the hands of the Turks. The
lesson thus taught by history was obvious: here was the hand
of God. Already in 1458—9 the contrast is drawn between
heretical Greece and orthodox Russia: there only remains
one truly orthodox Church on earth—the Russian Church.
In 1492 Ivan, Tsar in Moscow, has become the new Con-
stantine in the new city of Constantine. In 1504 a Council
formulated in its Sixteen Chapters the duty of the Tsar: the
office of the sun is to give light to the whole creation, the
office of the Tsar is to care for all his subjects. 'Thou hast
received the sceptre from God: be mindful to satisfy Him
Who gave it thee. ... By nature the Tsar is like any other
man, but in power and office he is like the Highest God.'
Thus did the Russian Church echo the words of Chrysostom
(Homilia in Epist. ad Rom. xxiii. 689E. Migne, Patrologia
Graeca, vol. lx, col. 618). The chronographer of 1512 writes:
'Constantine's city is fallen, but our Russian land through
the help of the Mother of God and the saints grows and is
young and exalted. So may it be, O Christ, until the end
of time!' The words which the Bulgarian translator of
Manasses had applied to Trnovo are here claimed for Mos-
cow. The new doctrine finds its final expression in the
writings of Philotheus of the monastery of Pskov. In a

